Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church
Watertown, WI

www.goodshepherdwi.org

  
  
  
  
  
  

³6HFRQGKDQG)DLWK´  
(Mark  2:5)  
Rev.  David  K.  Groth  
  
  
And  when  Jesus  saw  their  faith,  he  said  to  the  paralytic,  
"Son,  your  sins  are  forgiven."    Mark  2:5  

Seventh  Sunday  after  Pentecost  
July  7,  2013  

Collect  of  the  Day  
Almighty  God,  You  have  built  Your  Church  on  the  
foundation  of  the  apostles  and  prophets  with  Christ  
Jesus  Himself  as  the  cornerstone.    Continue  to  send  
Your  messengers  to  preserve  Your  people  in  true  peace  
that,  by  the  preaching  of  Your  Word,  Your  Church  may  
be  kept  free  from  all  harm  and  danger;;  through  Jesus  
Christ,  Your  Son,  our  Lord,  who  lives  and  reigns  with  
You  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  one  God,  now  and  forever.  
Amen  
The Gospels are full of the miracles of Jesus, but
this one is so vivid! If you heard about it as a child in
Sunday School or VBS, you can still imagine these men
FDUU\LQJWKHLUFULSSOHGIULHQGRQKLVSDOOHWWR-HVXV+H¶V
given his life back because he has four very good friends
ZKRNQHZZKDWWKH\KDGWRGRDQGGLGLW%XWOHW¶VEDFN
up.
-HVXVKDVUHWXUQHGWR&DSHUQDXP3HWHU¶V
hometown. He had healed a man with an unclean spirit in
WKHV\QDJRJXH+HKDGOLIWHG3HWHU¶VPRWKHU-in-law from
her sick bed. He had cleansed a man with leprosy. Word
spread. Now the whole village, it seems, has crowded into
the street in front of the little house to hear him teach . . .
but also to bring to him their sick, the frail elderly, the
lame, the babies. Among them, four men come carrying
WKHLUFULSSOHGIULHQGRQDOLWWHU%XW0DUNVD\V³VRPDQ\
were gathered together that there was no more room, not
even at the door . . . they could not get near Jesus because
RIWKHFURZG´
Undeterred, these men carry him up the outside
stairway to the roof of the adobe house and there they do
something truly amazing. They dig a hole in the roof. The
WH[WVD\VWKH\³UHPRYHGWKHURRI´ZKLFKVRXQGVHDV\DQG
clean, but people who know about these things assure us
these roofs were not designed to be removable. It was
made of a kind of adobe mud and thatch plastered between
wooden beams. The men simply start busting their way

through ± a big hole ± big enough to lower their paralyzed friend
ULJKWGRZQLQWRWKHPLGGOHRIWKHFURZGDQGLQIURQWRI-HVXV,W¶V
a messy business. I picture bright sunlight coming in through the
roof now and lighting up every little particle of dust as it drifts
around the room, the silhouetted heads of the four men peering in
from above.
,¶YHDOZD\VZRQGHUHGZKDWWKHRZQHURIWKHKRXVH
thought when he saw all that plaster and dust and thatch come
raining down, followed by a crippled man on a gurney. Mark
GRHVQ¶WVD\,JXHVVWKDWPHDQVWKHUHZHUHQRVXUSULVHVRQWKDW
account.
Here, however, is where the story takes a surprising turn.
0DUNVD\V³:KHQ-HVXVVDZWKHLUIDLWK´ WKHIDLWKRIWKHIRXU
IULHQGVWKDWLV KHVDLGWRWKHSDUDO\WLFµ6RQ\RXUVLQVDUH
IRUJLYHQ¶´&DQ\RXLPDJLQHWKHWKRXJKWVRIWKHSDUDO\WLF"
³7KDQNVIRUWKDWEXWLWZDVQ¶WP\VLQV,ZDVZRUULHGDERXW&DQ
\RXGRVRPHWKLQJDERXWP\OHJV"´
The scribes also are not impressed. They believe God
and God alone can forgive sins and what Jesus just did is an
unauthorized human intervention. Some theological wrangling
takes place on the topic. Only at the close does the story get
EDFNRQWUDFNDQG-HVXVXWWHUVWKRVHIDPRXVZRUGV³*HWXSWDNH
\RXUPDWDQGJRKRPH´:RQGHURIZRQGHUVWKDW¶VSUHFLVHO\
ZKDWWKHPDQGRHV³,PPHGLDWHO\KHJRWXSSLFNHGXSKLVPDW
DQGZDONHGRXWEHIRUHWKHPDOO´
7KHFURZGLVLPSUHVVHGZKRZRXOGQ¶WEH":KHQWKH
blind are given sight, when the deaf hear, when the lame walk . .
. these are miracles we understand and can appreciate. But notice
no one is particularly impressed when Jesus forgives the man his
sins.
(YHU\PLUDFOHLVWKHUHIRUDUHDVRQ7KH\¶UHDOOXQLTXH
and they all have something to teach us about ourselves and about
Jesus. This miracle is not so much about plaster raining down or
HYHQWKHKHDOLQJEXWUDWKHUWKDWYHUVH³:KHQKHVDZWKHLUIDLWK
KHVDLGWRWKHSDUDO\WLFµ6RQ\RXUVLQVDUHIRUJLYHQ¶´7KDW¶VWKH
YHUVHWKDWVWDQGVRXWDVRGGDQGVRWKDW¶VWKHYHUVHZHVKRXOG]HUR
in on. It appears the man is first forgiven and later healed because
RIWKHIDLWKRIKLVIULHQGV,W¶VQRWWKHIDLWKRIWKHSDUDO\WLFPDQ

WKDWPDWWHUVZHNQRZQRWKLQJRILW+HGRHVQ¶WVD\DQ\WKLQJ
+HGRHVQ¶WVD\³+HDOPH´RU³)RUJLYHPH´RU³,UHSHQW´RU³,
EHOLHYH´+HLVWKHVLOHQWZLWQHVV:KDWVSHDNVYROXPHVWKRXJKLV
the faith of these four men who are determined to get their friend
to the feet of Jesus.
:HVKRXOGQ¶WUXVKWKURXJKWKLVSDUWRIWKHVWRU\&KULVWLDQ
doctrine often emphasizes- and rightly so - that people need to
KDYHDSHUVRQDOIDLWK0RUHWKDQRQFH-HVXVVDLG³<RXUIDLWKKDV
VDYHG\RX´,W¶VQHYHU\RXUPRP¶VIDLWKKDVVDYHG\RXRU
\RXUJUDQGIDWKHU¶V,W¶VDOZD\V³\RXUIDLWKKDVVDYHG\RX´:H
cannot eat or sleep for another person; nor can we believe for
another. However, this miracle illustrates how the faith of some
benefits others. The four men believe Jesus has the power and
authority to help their friend, and Jesus notices this faith and heals
WKHPDQ/HW¶VFDOOLW³VHFRQGKDQGIDLWK´EXWXQOLNHVHFRQGKDQG
smoke, secondhand faith is a great blessing.
We can speculate that these four cared for and perhaps
even loved their friend and wanted to see him well. They heard
-HVXVZDVFRPLQJDQGWKLVLVWKHVRUWRIWKLQJIULHQGVGR³+H¶V
QRWKHDY\KH¶VP\IULHQG´VRUWRIWKLQJ
Or perhaps they are sick and tired of having to carry this
guy around wherever they go. They have to drag him everywhere.
That is, sometimes our friends can be a burden to us, a chore, a
task, and sometimes we can be all that to our friends. We drag our
friends through life even as they drag us, and though noble, there
DUHWLPHVZKHQLW¶VMXVWGRZQULJKWWLULQJ%XWZHVKRXOGUHPHPEHU
the words of Winston Churchill when he said the only thing worse
than fighting a war with allies is fighting a war without allies. The
healing of this paralytic would be a gift not just to him, but
certainly to his family and also friends.
%XWOHW¶VJREDFNWRWKHLGHDRIVHFRQGKDQGIDLWK$OORIXV
are brought to Jesus as a result of the faith of others. We are not
the self-achieving self-starters we like to think we are. Though
you may have driven yourself here on your own, you did not get
here on our own. You got here because somebody brought you
here. Somebody carried you along. Somebody took the trouble to
break through the barriers and remove the obstacles and bring you
to the proximity of Jesus.
1RZVRPHRI\RXPLJKWEHWKLQNLQJ³:KDWDERXWWKH+RO\

Spirit, Groth? You just took him completely out of the equation and
UHSODFHGKLPZLWKWKHZRUNRIPDQ´1RWDWDOO/XWKHUZURWH³,
believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus
Christ my Lord or come to him. But the Holy Spirit has called me by
WKH*RVSHO´ /XWKHUDQH[SODQDWLRQRIWKHrd Article). Normally the
Holy Spirit uses people to bring that Gospel to us or he uses people to
EULQJXVWRWKDW*RVSHO7KH*RVSHOLVQ¶WMXVWRXWWKHUHIORDWLQJ
DURXQGOLNHDQLQYLVLEOHRGRUOHVVJDV1RLW¶VLQWKHKHDUWVDQGPLQGV
and mouths and writings of people. The point is your faith is not the
UHVXOWRI\RXURZQLQLWLDWLYHEXWRIVRPHRQHHOVH¶VEHJLQQLQJZLWK
*RG¶V0D\EHKHXVHG\RXUPRWKHUZKRFDUULHG\RXWRWKHEDSWLVPDO
font much like these four men carried their friend to Jesus. That is,
you too were paralyzed, not just by the sinful nature but by the
helplessness of infancy.
God uses people to bring the Gospel to us or us to the Gospel.
That which we know of God is usually taught us by people. We
GRQ¶WEUHDWKHLWLQDVLILWZHUHDLUERUQHWKHRORJ\QRUGRHVLWZHOOXS
from within. It is carefully taught us by parents, grandparents,
teachers, pastors.
7KDW¶VWKHSRLQWRIWKH(SLVWOHOHVVRQZKHUH3DXOZULWHVWR
7LPRWK\³,DPUHPLQGHGRI\RXUVLQFHUHIDLWKDIDLWKWKDWGZHOWILUVW
in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now dwells in
\RXDVZHOO´3DXODOVRWHOOVKLP³)URPLQIDQF\\RXKDYHNQRZQWKH
VFULSWXUHV´,WVHHPVWKHIDLWKZDVSDVVHGGRZQWR7LPRWK\DOPRVW
OLNHPRWKHU¶VPLONRUDORQJZLWKPRWKHU¶VPLON,WZDVIHGWRKLPLW
was taught to him.
When I was at the seminary, adjacent to the bookstore was a
ZKROHURRPIXOORIGRQDWHGERRNV7KHUH¶VDORQJDQGULFKWUDGLWLRQ
of retired pastors passing their libraries on to young pastors or
VHPLQDULDQV6RPHWLPHVWKHLUZLGRZVDQGFKLOGUHQER[XSGDG¶VROG
library and haul it down to the seminary. In any event, as students we
kept half an eye on those tables because nearly every week, new old
stuff was brought in and deposited onto the pile and we would stir it
up and pick through it. It was a sort of theological compost heap.
There were treasures to be found in those piles: great commentaries
that are no longer published. Classic books on Christian Dogmatics.
Language dictionaries. I still have them in my library, and one day
some kid will be picking through my library like a Turkey Buzzard
on the side of the road!

1RZWKHUH¶VDSDUWRIHYHU\VHPLQDULDQWKDWWKLQNV³,
GRQ¶WQHHGWKDWROGVWXIIEHFDXVH,¶PJRLQJWREHGRLQJ
VRPHWKLQJQHZDQGRULJLQDO,¶OOEHRQWKHFXWWLQJHGJH´%\
LW¶VYHU\QDWXUHKRZHYHUWKH&KULVWLDQIDLWKLVQRWRULJLQDO,W
is inherited, passed on and received and passed on again.
7KHUH¶VQRWKLQJQHZXQGHUWKHVXQKHUH0D\EHLWVRPHWLPHV
sounds new because something was overlooked and buried.
But then someone started reading the old books again, and
XQHDUWKHGVRPHWUHDVXUHVDQGGXVWHGWKHPRII%XWWKH\¶UHQRW
new.
The point we are here not on our own initiative but on
VRPHRQHHOVH¶V$QGKHUH¶VZKHUH\RXFRPHLQ+RSHIXOO\LW
ZRQ¶WVWRSZLWK\RX+RSHIXOO\\RXZLOOEULQJWKH*RVSHOWR
someone, or you will bring someone to the Gospel, as in our
text. Either way, this treasured faith must be passed on. Paul
FDOOVLW³WKHJRRGGHSRVLWHQWUXVWHGWR\RX´
7KDW¶VWKHSRLQWRIRXUSVDOPWRGD\³:HZLOOWHOOWRWKH
coming generation the glorious deeds of the Lord. . . that the
next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and
arise and tell them to their children, so that they should set their
KRSHLQ*RG´
Like Timothy we are heirs of the faith of others. We
are here because of the faith and work and effort and
perseverance and love of others. We owe God our praise and
thanks for that because without them we would not or could not
have come on our own.
Dostoyevsky once said that when he could not believe,
KHZHQWWRFKXUFKDQGLQWKHFRQJUHJDWLRQ¶VZRUVKLSKLV
unbelief was gathered up in the belief of the people and that he
was carried along by the faith of his friends. Likewise when
we pray together, we are always praying on behalf of those
among us who, for whatever reason, are not able to pray this
morning. When we sing, we carry with us those who are down,
XQDEOHWRVLQJ:KHQZHVWDQGDQGFRQIHVVWRJHWKHU³,EHOLHYH
LQ*RGWKH)DWKHU$OPLJKW\´ZHPD\EHSURSSLQJXSWKRVH
who today have little faith left, who are dry and tired and worn
out. When we give, we give also for those who cannot.
6HFRQGKDQGIDLWK:HGLGQ¶WJHWKHUHRQRXURZQDQGLW
is not for ourselves alone that we are here. Thanks be to God!
Amen.
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