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³7KH+LJK&DOOLQJRI<RXU:RUN´  
(Jeremiah  1:4-5)  
Rev.  David  K.  Groth  

³1RZWKHZRUGRIWKH/25'FDPHWRPHVD\LQJµ%HIRUH,
formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were
born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the
QDWLRQV´ -HU-5).

Collect  of  the  Day  
O  Lord  of  grace  and  mercy,  teach  us  by  Your  Holy  
Spirit  to  follow  the  example  of  Your  Son  in  true  
humility,  that  we  may  withstand  the  temptations  of  the  
devil  and  with  pure  hearts  and  minds  avoid  ungodly  
pride;;  through  the  same  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord,  who  
lives  and  reigns  with  You  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  one  God,  
now  and  forever.    Amen  
How do you know what you are supposed to do
ZLWK\RXUOLIH",W¶VDQLPSRUWDQWTXHVWLRQUHJDUGOHVVRI
where you happen to be on the journey. Some of our
members are trying to figure out what major to declare at
the university. Some are working hard at your job and
FRQWLQXLQJWRZRQGHUZKHWKHULW¶VWKHULJKWRQH6RPHDUH
approaching retirement, when the work that has occupied
you and, in some ways, defined who you are, is coming to
DQHQGDQG\RX¶UHZRQGHULQJZKDWWRGRZLWKWKHQH[WWZR
three decades of your life.
,W¶VDQLPSRUWDQWPDWWHUDQGWKH%LEOHDFWXDOO\KDV
a lot to say about it. One example is our text from the first
chapter Jeremiah. The year is 627 BC. Jeremiah is young.
+H¶VQRWDZLOG-eyed religious fanatic nor a self-appointed
UDEEOHURXVHU+H¶VDER\WKHVRQRIDSULHVWDQGLQWKLV
instance God makes very clear what he wants Jeremiah to
do.
³%HIRUH,IRUPHG\RX,NQHZ\RX,
consecrated you and appointed you to be a prophet to the
QDWLRQV´$QGWKHQFRPHV\RXQJ-HUHPLDK¶VZRQGHUIXOO\
KXPDQUHVSRQVH³7KDQNVEXWQRWKDQNV<RXVHH,GRQ¶W
know the first thing about public speaking; crowds make
PHQHUYRXV$QGEHVLGHV,¶PMXVWDER\´
,W¶VDIDPLOLDUSDWWHUQLQWKH%LEOH*RGFDOOVDQG
the one called resists. When God came to Moses and told
him his job was to go to Egypt, confront Pharaoh, and lead
WKHSHRSOHWRIUHHGRP0RVHVVD\VLQHIIHFW³:KRPH"
,¶PMXVWDVKHSKHUGDZRUNLQJPDQ,¶PQRWHORTXHQW,
VWXWWHU%HVLGHV,¶PKDSS\ULJKWKHUHWHQGLQJWKHVHJRDWV
$VNVRPHRQHHOVH´
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And who can forget Jonah, who when called to
preach to those in Nineveh took off in the other direction.
In the Bible, God calls; the one called resists; God
persists ± ZRQ¶WWDNHQRIRUDQDQVZHU± and then makes a
SURPLVH³<RX¶UHQRWLQWKLVDORQH,¶OOEHZLWK\RXHYHU\
VWHSRIWKHZD\´
³'RQ¶WVD\\RX¶UHRQO\DER\´*RGWHOOV\RXQJ
-HUHPLDK³<RXVKDOOJRWRWKRVHWRZKRP,VHQG\RXDQG
say what I want to say. Do not be afraid of them; I will be
ZLWK\RX´ Y 
We believe that as God used Jeremiah in his vocation
as a prophet, God uses us all in our vocations. That truth is
deep within our tradition. Already in the story of creation,
DIWHUHYHU\WKLQJLVILQLVKHGDQGKH¶VGHFODUHGLWDOO³YHU\
JRRG´WKHQ*RGGRHVWKHPRVWUHPDUNDEOHWKLQJ+HVWHSV
back and hands his precious creation over to us. He says in
HIIHFW³+HUHWDNHFDUHRILW,W¶VIRU\RXWRXVH'RQ¶WUXLQ
LW.HHSLW3URWHFWLW+HOSLWWRIORXULVK´
Most of the artwork shows Adam and Eve with their
fig leaves looking alternately at each other and the forbidden
fruit. It ought to show them at work, pruning, planting,
harvesting. The wonderful garden will provide for their
needs ± one of which, apparently, is the need to do
something productive ± the need to work. That is, paradise,
at least in part, is having meaningful work to do. Have we
forgotten that?
It seems a new tradition has emerged, one that strives
to avoid doing work. The ideal in this tradition is not
meaningful, productive work ± but leisure, idleness. The
goal in this tradition is not doing all things well in service of
others. The goal is not to have to do anything; not to have to
serve anyone.
We believe God equips and calls each of us to serve
our neighbors in our vocations and in that service there is
IXOOULFKDQGPHDQLQJOLIH)RUVRPHLW¶VIDUPLQJ)RU
RWKHUVLW¶VLQPHGLFLQH5HSDLULQJFDUVPDNLQJORDQV
teaching children . . . whatever your vocation God can use it
in service of others.
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I remember asking my dad what he liked most about
WKHLQVXUDQFHLQGXVWU\+HVDLGLWZDVQ¶WVRPXFKVHOOLQJD
large, new, expensive policy. What he enjoyed most was
taking very good care of people when their home suffered a
ILUHRUZKHQWKHLUEXVLQHVVZDVIORRGHG7KDW¶VZKHQKH
found his work to be most meaningful and rewarding.
When we take up our vocations, our neighbors are
served, and we receive the satisfaction of doing what God
wants done. Therefore, it can all be important work. Luther
said somewhere that diapering an infant is just as high a
calling as preaching a sermon.
For some fortunate people, their vocation is made
DEXQGDQWO\FOHDUHDUO\RQ)RU-HUHPLDKLWZDVEHLQJ*RG¶V
spokesman, a prophet. For Yo-<R0DLW¶VSOD\LQJDFHOOR
you can hardly imagine him doing anything else. For Aaron
5RGJHUVLW¶VWKURZLQJDIRRWEDOOORQJDQGDFFXUDWHDQG±
please, God ± IRUORWVRIWRXFKGRZQV)RU*HRUJLD2¶.HHIH
SDLQWLQJEROGEHDXWLIXOLUUHVLVWLEOHIORZHUV)RUVRPHLW¶V
UXQQLQJIRUSROLWLFDORIILFH)RUVRPHLW¶VZULWLQJRXW
VSHHGLQJWLFNHWVDQGUDFLQJWRDFULVLV)RUVRPHLW¶VVLPSO\
doing what they were clearly gifted to do. Others . . . they
KDYHWRZUHVWOHZLWKLWDQGLW¶VDVRXUFHRIVWUHVVDQJXLVK
even. How do you know what God is calling you to do?
2IWHQSDVWRUVDUHDVNHG³+RZGLG\RXGHFLGHWREHD
PLQLVWHU"´7KHDVVXPSWLRQLVWKDW*RGVSRNHGUDPDWLFDOO\
and clearly in the middle of the night, in the resonating
EDULWRQHYRLFHRI-DPHV(DUO-RQHV)RUPHLWGLGQ¶WZRUN
RXWWKDWZD\DWDOO,WZDVJUDQGPD¶VYRLFH,ZDVLQth
JUDGH6KHVDLG³'DYH\RXVKRXOGEHDSDVWRU´$QGWKDW
was it. No lightening. No thunder bolt. Just an idea quietly
planted, one that grew and became harder to ignore.
+RZGR\RXGHFLGHZKDW\RXUYRFDWLRQLV",¶YH
always liked what Frederick Buechner has to say about it.
Your calling is where your interests and joys and loves
intersect with the needs of the world. That is, identify what
makes you feel happy and fulfilled, and ask how might the
world need that?
Scott Neeson was the president of Twentieth Century
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Fox (a big time job with a big time salary). He was living a
charmed life in Hollywood and known for taking exotic and
interesting vacations. Once he was backpacking in
Cambodia when he came across street children trolling a
dump, looking for anything to sell ± or to eat. It got to him .
GHHSO\+HRUJDQL]HGWKH&DPERGLD&KLOGUHQ¶V)XQG
built an orphanage and a school, started to raise money from
his friends, and began traveling back and forth between
Phnom Penh and Hollywood. He describes what happened
one day:
The phone rang. An actor who was on tour was
having a serious meltdown because the private jet
GLGQ¶WKDYHWKHULJKWDPHQLWLHVIRUKLP>7KH
DFWRUVVWDIIWROGPH@WKDWOLIHZDVQ¶WPHDQWWREHWKLV
GLIILFXOW$QG,WKRXJKW,GRQ¶WZDQWWKLVWREHP\
ZRUOG+HUHZH¶YHJRWWKHMHWVLWWLQJRQWKHWDUPDF
DQG,¶PVLWWLQJZLWKWKHVHG\LQJFKLOGUHQDQG,MXVW
ZDQWHGWRVFUHDPLQWRWKHSKRQH³&RPHGRZQKHUH
IRUDGD\DQGVHHZKDWLW¶VDOODERXW´+HUHIOHFWV³,
VRUWRIHQMR\HG>WKHSHUNVRIP\MRE@EXW,ZDVQ¶W
KDSS\´6RKHTXLW+H³FOLPEHGGRZQWKH
FRUSRUDWHODGGHU´ZRUNVIXOO-time for the Cambodian
&KLOGUHQ¶V)XQGDQGVD\V³,¶YHQHYHUEHHQKDSSLHU
LQP\OLIH,JHWXSLQWKHPRUQLQJDQG,FDQ¶WZDLW
WRJHWWRZRUN´ 1HHVRQ³7KH/LIHRI0HDQLQJ´
390-392).
Not everyone can do that, obviously. But I do know
people in this congregation who could be making much more
money doing something else, but they know their calling is
to work with people with developmental and intellectual
disabilities. Even on their days off they sometimes go in to
VD\³KL´DQGVHHKRZWKHLUSHRSOHDUHGRLQJ7KDW¶V
vocation. Similarly, I know I had classmates who left very
prestigious jobs to come to the seminary. One was an
engineer at NASA, another was a corporate attorney working
for a large Chicago law firm. They were doing very well by
5

PRVWPHDVXUHVEXWWKH\ZHUHQ¶WKDSS\6RWKH\OHIWWKHLU
jobs and began training for their vocations.
What do you enjoy doing? What are you good at?
Where does that intersect with the needs of the world? Some
blessed souls, and I count myself among them, get paid to do
what they most love doing. And some must earn their living
in order to do what most makes them happy. And some
work all their lives and are never sure what they are doing
DPRXQWVWRDQ\WKLQJRUPDNHVDQ\GLIIHUHQFHDWDOO7KDW¶V
WKHFDVHIRUDORWRIJRRGSHRSOH3HUKDSV\RX¶UHRQHRI
WKHP%XWOHW¶VWKLQNDERXWWKDWIRUDPRPHQW
God uses what we do for his own purposes. God
takes up the work of our hands, whatever it is ± building
buildings, growing soybeans, birthing and nurturing the
children, teaching the class, designing office space, healing
the sick, sitting with the lonely ± God takes all of it and
weaves it into the care of his creation, and uses us in all
those ways to serve others, and has promised that lives lived
like that are lives that are full and deeply happy.
&RQYHUVHO\ZKHQZH¶UHIRFXVHGRQO\RQWKHSXUVXLWRI
happiness, ironically it makes us not at all happy.
Think about it. Like Adam and Eve, we all want to
be like God. Even super wealthy celebrities are often not yet
KDSS\EHFDXVHWKHUH¶VVWLOOWKLVLPPHDVXUDEOHJDSEHWZHHQ
who they are and who God is. That actor who was throwing
a tantrum on the tarmac: I suspect the first time he flew in a
private jet was pretty heady stuff for him. He loved it. The
thirtieth time . . . maybe not so much anymore. He had
grown accustomed to it. We are like drug addicts in that
way: we grow a tolerance and soon need a higher dose of
something else to get the same thrill. The most enslaved
and miserable people are those who are chained to the
pursuit of happiness. But God has ordered the world in such
a way that true joy is found in serving others through our
God-given vocations . . . giving life and resources away,
making a difference in the lives of those around us.
,QWKDWZD\WKHUH¶VZRUNIRUDOOWRGRKLJKFDOOLQJV
given us by God. All work, however lowly in the eyes of
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the world, is good and important and dignified if done for the
glory of God and in service of our neighbors.
It is the most important decision you and I can make.
It is a decision you and I make every day.
It is a decision that can make us desperately unhappy
or deeply satisfied.
It is a decision we can change.
,QWKHHQG,WKLQNLW¶VDWKHRORJLFDOGHFLVLRQ
It is a decision made thousands of years ago when a
\RXQJER\QDPHG-HUHPLDKXOWLPDWHO\VDLG³\HV´WR*RG¶V
call.
,W¶VDGHFLVLRQPDGHE\WKHVHFRQGSHUVRQRIWKH
7ULQLW\ZKRVDLG³<HV´DQGZDVERUQLQ%HWKOHKHPDQG
walked among us, teaching, preaching and healing. But he
came to do more than just that. He came to give his life as a
UDQVRP2QDFURVVRXWVLGHRI-HUXVDOHPWKDW¶VZKHUHKLV
great love for you intersected with your highest needs. That
was his vocation, his office, to be the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world.
Your work too is where your joys and deep love
intersect with the needs of the world. Amen.
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