Green Pastures
Every day, everywhere, by everyone...sharing the grace of the Good Shepherd.
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and School, Watertown, WI 53094 (920)261-2570
A Stephen Ministry Congregation
www.goodshepherdwi.org
F R OM T H E PA S T OR
By Pastor David K. Groth

“ M AK I NG A MI S T AK E L O OK G O O D”
My senior year, I went out for the swim team at Delavan-Darien High School. It was
all new to me; I had never been on a swim team before. I’ll never forget my first race. I
was on the starting blocks, curling my toes over the front edge to get a grip, fiddling with
my cap and goggles, and shaking my arms. (I wasn’t sure why but everyone else was
doing it.) The timer said “Set.” I stooped, ready to spring. Anticipating the gunshot, I
leaned forward. The gunshot never came, but I had leaned past the tipping point and fell
in. It wasn’t a strong, intentional racing dive. No, I just sort of plopped in head first without
ever springing forward. (Mom said it was an “impressive splash.”)
In swimming contests, after a false start, you get a second chance. Before climbing
on the block again, the coach intercepted me and said, just loud enough for me to hear,
“Groth, if you’re going to jump the gun again, at least make it look good!” That is, don’t just
tumble over into the water; make it the best darn racing entrance it can possibly be!
We all make embarrassing mistakes. We all plop into the pool without class or
grace. Some of these lend themselves to light-hearted humor. But some of our mistakes,
some of our trespasses and sin really hurt the people around us. How we respond to
hurting others shows a lot about our character. There seems to be a growing tendency in
our country to deny sin and minimalize it, to say whatever needs saying to save face.
There are tons of bad apologies out there. Here are a few of the more common
ones:
 “I’m sorry if my words hurt you.” Translate that: If you weren’t such a thin-skinned
ninny you wouldn’t have been hurt by my words.
 “I’m sorry you feel that way.” Translate that: I didn’t do anything wrong; you’re just
choosing to feel like a victim.
 “Unfortunately, things were said, mistakes were made.” Translate that: I’m not
owning up to anything. I’m going to play it passively and hopefully no one will ask any
probing questions.
 “I’m glad to have this matter behind me once and for all.” Translate that: It’s over
for me and it should be over for you too, unless you’re going to be a jerk about it.
 “I’m sorry if what I’m about to say offends you . . .” A preemptive apology is no
apology at all. Would you ever say to the Lord, “Lord forgive me for what I’m about to
do?”
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“Okay! Fine! I’m sorry!” Translate that: “I’m not sorry at all, but mom is making me
apologize.” (When we were young, my older brothers were masters of this one!)
“I admit, I’m not perfect. I’ve made mistakes.” Translate that: “I may not be perfect but I’m
darn close, and you should be one to talk!” And again, it’s way too murky. It doesn’t admit any
specifics.
“I’m sorry I yelled at you, but you made me so angry.” Translate that: “It’s your fault.”

Conversely, the good apology includes all three of the following phrases:
 “I am sorry.” Period. No ifs, ands or buts. Looking the person in the eye and saying, “I’m so
sorry” is better still. This communicates remorse. It communicates that you wish you hadn’t said
it or done it, and you hope never to say it or do it again.
 “I was wrong.” Without holding anything back, explain why you were wrong. Be very specific.
Acknowledge that you hurt the person and are very sorry for having done so.
 “Will you forgive me?” Do not demand forgiveness, nor expect it to be given immediately.
True forgiveness is hard work and usually requires time. But asking for forgiveness often
enables a giant leap towards reconciliation.
I’ve never been impressed with folks who cannot offer a good apology. They make a mistake
look even worse than it was and are simultaneously exposing weak character. Conversely, those
who can offer a genuine apology are easier to love and easier to forgive. Oddly, I often think of them
more highly after their mistake/sin than before, for the simple fact that they have the strength,
character and faith to offer a genuine apology.
As Christians, we have no reason to be afraid of confessing our sin, because at the very
least, we have forgiveness in Jesus Christ. “The blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin” (1 John
1:7).
Confessing our sin and receiving forgiveness is not God’s way to humiliate us. It’s God’s way
of blessing us with reconciliation. It’s God’s way of giving us peace. It’s God’s way of upholding our
integrity. It’s God’s way of making you look good even after a big mistake.
I’m sorry. I was wrong. Will you forgive me?
Pastor Groth
F RO M T HE PRINCIP AL
By Amy Gromowski

“BE STILL ”
“Be still and know that I am God;” (Ps. 46:10)
As I write this I am sitting in a conference room staring at a blank screen praying for divine
intervention that my words may be meaningful and touch someone’s heart with God’s love. ….
(time passes while I continue staring)… still nothing… (click, click, click of the clock)…nada… (cue
the crickets)… and it dawns on me. I should just be still. Be still and know God is here. With that
realization, I take another few minutes to close my eyes and just breathe.
How many times do we ask our children to sit still and listen? I heard, “I’m waiting for
everyone to stand still in our line,” just the other day in the hallway. Do we ever take our own
advice?
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We hear over and over again about how busy everyone is in today’s society. The family unit
that used to have meals together around the table every night has become the family unit that now
has McDonald’s in the mini-van on the way to sports practices and games (my own family included).
My doctor’s office has started charging the full rate for a skipped appointment because people have
been too busy to even take the time to cancel the visit.
What would your life look like if we all followed the Psalmist’s advice: Be still and know that I
am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth. What would change in
our lives if we carried out these directions and just sat still feeling God’s presence? In just the brief
ten minutes I sat here, it was clear God’s peace was surrounding me. Isn’t that what we want for
our children? Why would He give us anything less?
As we approach the busy holiday months that are filled with Thanksgiving preparations, out
of town company, Black Friday shopping, basketball practices, games, and tournaments, Christmas
tree cutting, Christmas decorating and baking, Christmas programs and concerts, etc… Take time
to just “Be still.” Close your eyes and feel God’s presence in your daily life. Let His calmness fill
you as you renew your strength in Him. And, teach your children, grandchildren, and others around
you the joy that comes from peace in God.
May God surround you with his peace today and always as we seek refuge in Him.
In His Service,
Amy Gromowski

NOVEMBER 2019—Green Pastures Page 3

PARI SH NURSE HE ALTH NOT E
By Bonnie Mihal

“T H AN K SG I V ING ME S S AG E ”
The first Thanksgiving was in October 1621 to celebrate the first harvest in America by the
Pilgrims in the new world. We continue to celebrate Thanksgiving every November, but being
thankful shouldn’t happen just once a year. In reality, we should be thankful every day. The Bible
states in Psalm 96:2 “Let us come before Him with Thanksgiving.” Psalm 100:4 says “Enter His
gates with Thanksgiving.” 1Timothy 4:4 reiterates: “Enter His gates with Thanksgiving for
everything God created is good and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with Thanksgiving.”
In reality, all of us should have gratitude attitudes every day, not just on Thanksgiving.
God asks us to be thankful every day. The purpose of a gratitude attitude is to create a home and
work environment that promotes a positive philosophy of life for individuals and families. We can
all benefit from a daily attitude of gratitude. When we learn to quit focusing on the negative things
in life, our entire outlook can change. It takes work and focus initially, but soon becomes a way of
life at home and work.
Our family life will have less negativity and more happiness and cooperation. Work life
will see better team work and productivity. Our church and school life can also benefit as the Lord
desires.
As parents, we are examples and set the stage for our family. If mom and dad complain
about work every night, children will learn to complain about siblings and school. Negativity is
contagious!
If you complain about your work and employer with your coworkers every chance you
get, you spread the negativity infection to others. We have to work. Make it a fun place to be.
Happiness doesn’t depend upon who you are or what you have; it depends on what you think.
Our Lord has told us what he wants us to think: Gratitude. Sometimes we’re so busy adding up
our troubles that we forget to count our blessings.
That brings me to a Thanksgiving challenge for everyone. You will feel better physically
and mentally. This can be done by singles and families. Every day of November take a moment
to reflect upon one thing you are grateful for. For a child you may ask them “What was the best
part of your day?” Share them out loud- perhaps also write them down.
By the end of the month, it will become easier and more joyful. We don’t need big raises,
new toys, etc., to appreciate life itself. You will find a better attitude in everyone – more
happiness – less stress – lower blood pressure.
“Let us come before Him with Thanksgiving.”
Bonnie Mihal, Parish Nurse
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY – NOVEMBER, 2019!
If you don’t see your name listed for birthdays this month and you should be, please give the office a call to update our records. If you see a name that should not be listed, I would like to know that also. Thank you. Dee

Elizabeth Martin

11/1

Mary Reichert

11/14

Anthony Bilgrien

Stephanie Bertel

11/3

Ruth Buchholz

11/15

Leah Wuchterl-Strege 11/23

Kristopher Shea

11/3

Tanya Rennhack

11/15

Nicole DeClue

11/24

Barbara Wheeler

11/4

Wanda Tesch

11/15

Michelle Doyle

11/24

Blair Gold-Douglas 11/5

Norma Jeseritz

11/16

Branden Fischer

11/24

Mark Wegner

11/5

Todd Narkis

11/16

Marie Hilgendorf

11/25

Carla Bilgrien

11/7

Jessica Weber

11/16

Michael Ostermann 11/25

Kylee Jensen

11/8

Brayden Schmidt

11/17

Lynn Zastrow

11/25

Gary Fisk

11/9

Kiara Bruske

11/18

Naomi Neuberger

11/26

Henry Jeseritz

11/10

Brandon Glaznap

11/18

SammiJo Pirkel

11/26

Jamie Svatos

11/10

Jennifer Peplinski

11/18

Randy Blasing

11/27

Drew Brunning

11/11

Gavin Holmes

11/20

Brian Dorn

11/27

Melissa Dishneau

11/11

Tyler Phillips

11/20

Timothy Haversack 11/27

Kelly Wegner

11/11

Becky Stockhus

11/20

Jennifer Budig

11/28

Cheryl Hoeth

11/12

Cecilia Weinkauf

11/20

Daniel Maynard

11/28

Suzanne Kassube (Robbins)
11/12

Olivia Weinkauf

11/20

Jesse* Kiesow

11/29

Judith Hasslinger

11/21

Caleb Peplinski

11/29

Nancy Strege

11/12

Michelle Klokow

11/21

Cassidy Peplinski

11/29

Jon Weinkauf

11/12

Erica Schwantes

11/21

Mahkayla Duffy

11/30

Amy Hartwig

11/13

Erika Kirchhuebel 11/22

Carson Foltz

11/30

Pamela Morris

11/13

Jonathon Raether

Colby Hepp

11/30

Janet Pipkorn

11/13

Douglas Stoltenburg 11/22

James D. Melcher

11/14

11/22

“Six days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall rest.
In plowing time and in harvest you shall rest. Exodus 34:21
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11/23

GREETERS NOVEMBER 2019
Greeters—please do not take your name tags home; leave them in the ushers’ room. Thank you.

First

Last

Date & Time

Nancy

Fitzsimmons

John

Foltz

SUNDAY 11/3 @ 8:00 AM

Sherry

Fraser

SUNDAY 11/3 @ 10:30 AM

Gregory & Jerilyn

Fredrick

SATURDAY 11/9 @ 6:00 PM

Brian & Krystal

Fredrick

SUNDAY 11/10 @ 8:00 AM

Ronald & Karen

Free

SUNDAY 11/10 @ 10:30 AM

Carrie

Frost

SATURDAY 11/16 @ 6:00 PM

Jason & Amanda

Fuhrmann

SUNDAY 11/17 @ 8:00 AM

Dulcinea

Galaviz

SUNDAY 11/17 @ 10:30 AM

Delmar & Millie

Gauerke

SATURDAY 11/23 @ 6:00 PM

Larry & Gail

Gaugert

SUNDAY 11/24 @ 8:00 AM

Keith & Cheryl

Generotzke

SUNDAY 11/24 @ 10:30 AM

Jill

Genz

Lucas & Michelle

Gerlach

THURSDAY 11/28 @ 9:00 AM

John & Jill

Geske

SATURDAY 11/30 @ 6:00 PM

Keith & Janice

Glaznap

SUNDAY 12/1 @ 8:00 AM

Keith

Godfroy

SUNDAY 12/1 @ 10:30 AM

SATURDAY 11/2 @ 6:00 PM

WEDNESDAY 11/27 @ 7:00 PM

Romans 6:23
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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“ G O D C R E AT E S A W O R L D A N D A K I N G D O M ”
The Children’s Worship Service is Sunday, December 15, 2019 during
the 10:30 service. Parts will be handed out the first week in November. Please connect with Gretchen Grosnick for any questions. The
children will start learning the music in November during Sunday
School. There are two practices scheduled for the Children’s Worship Service – December 7
and 14 from 9 to 10:30 AM. The children should attend at least one practice. This is for grades
1 and above.
LESSON 9 – November 3
As we gather today, we will study “A Loving Law.” Months into their wilderness wanderings, the
Israelites arrive in the wilderness of Sinai. God comes to the mountain in clouds and thunder —
fire and smoke—as He establishes His covenant with His people through Moses, His chosen
intermediary. There on the mountain, God gives Moses His Ten Commandments. Discuss why
the Ten Commandments are still important in our lives today.
LESSON 10 – November 10
“The Land at Last” is the title for today’s lesson. For forty years, the Israelites wandered on
sandals that didn’t wear out and ate daily doses of manna. Following Moses’ death, Joshua
prepares to lead a new generation into the Promised Land. This time, the floodwaters of the
Jordan River stand in the way; but, hearkening back to the Red Sea crossing, the people pass
through on dry land as they gather twelve stones for a memorial to God’s faithful care for His
people. As a family, discuss how God leads us today.
LESSON 11 – November 17
Today, we will study “A Judge Leads.” God called Gideon to lead His chosen people against
their Midianite enemies. God leads Gideon to reduce his army from 32,000 men to a mere 300.
Reassured by the Lord, Gideon moves forward with God’s improbable plan. Armed with only
torches and trumpets, Gideon’s mini army defeats the mighty Midianite force without lifting a
sword. Discuss ways God can use even small groups of people to accomplish great things.
LESSON 12 – November 24
“A Prophet Serves” is the title for this week’s lesson. Having been raised in the tabernacle from
the time he was a young child, Samuel continues to serve Eli the priest. One night, Samuel runs
to Eli, thinking Eli is calling his name. Eli sends Samuel back to bed, assuring him he had not
called. As the pattern repeats, Eli tells Samuel to lie down once again but then next time
respond, “Speak, LORD, for Your servant hears” (1 Samuel 3:9). When the Lord calls once
again, He gives Samuel a vision of how Samuel will succeed Eli rather than Eli’s “worthless”
sons. Discuss how God used the prophet Samuel to do His work.
The Board is starting to look at Vacation Bible School programs for 2020. Please prayerfully
consider to be on the decoration team or be a co-leader; please connect with one of the Board
members. Thank you.
Sincerely,
The Board of Parish Education
Barb Wegner, Naomi Neuberger, Laura Dobbratz, Becky Rather,
Jan Schadt, Heather Steinhart, Tanya Demetropoulos.
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ANNOUNCE ME NTS
Next BDSE Meeting is scheduled for Monday, November
11, 5:30 pm; All Boards meet at 7 pm followed by the
BOD Meeting.

run through November 17th. We are collecting clean, new
or gently used fall and winter clothing for Watertown
Family Aid. Both children and adult clothing are being
accepted. Please place donations in the bins near the
back of the Fellowship Hall. Thank you, Board of Human
Care

Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast will be on Saturday,
Before you go to bed on
November 9, at 7:30 am. All are welcome! Please sign up Saturday, Nov. 2, set your
in the narthex. Thank you.
clocks back ONE hour.
Our next Meals on Wheels for Good Shepherd is
scheduled on November 4. Please sign up in the narthex.
The Sunday School Christmas Service will be on
December 15, 2019 at 10:30 am. Children need to arrive
by 9 am that morning. Parents whose children are
interested in a speaking part will need to let Gretchen
Grosnick know. She will be available in the fellowship hall
between services on Sunday 10/6 and 10/13. Parts will be
available by 11/3. Practices will be on Saturday, 12/7 and
12/14 from 9-10:30 am. Children in grades 1-8 are
expected to attend 1 practice. We will also work on
speaking parts and music during Sunday school, beginning
in November.
Thank you for helping your children prepare to share the
message of Christ’s birth.

Family Night, Tuesday, November 19, 6-7:15 pm in
fellowship hall. All are welcome. Please remember to sign
up in the narthex. Thank you. Dee

BUS DRIVERS NEEDED! Our big green bus behind the
building is looking for some additional drivers to help
transport students during the school year. WE WILL PAY
FOR ANY TRAINING/LICENSING FEES if you are willing
to serve in this capacity. Please contact Steve Zillmer at
920/960-9111 if you would like further information.
Blood Pressure checks will be Nov. 9 & Nov. 10 between A Little Humor~A Wednesday-night church service
coincided with the last day of hunting season. The pastor
services. Bonnie Mihal, Parish Nurse
asked who shot a deer over the weekend. No one raised a
hand. Puzzled, the pastor said, “I don’t get it. Last Sunday
Stephen Ministers can help when life gets out of
many of you said you were going to miss church because
of hunting season. I had the whole congregation pray for
balance. If your life or that of someone you know has
your deer.” One hunter groaned from the pews, “Well. It
shifted out of balance, consider Stephen Ministry. Call
worked. They’re all safe.” :o)
Pastor Groth 253-6735 or Kathy Wagner 261-0221.
WOMEN OF GOOD SHEPHERD: The next book club is
scheduled for November 12, 2019 at 6:30 PM in the
fellowship hall. We will be doing Chapter 8 from “He
Restoreth My Soul.” Karen and Patrice will be leading the
discussion. There will be snack following and a short
update.
Fall Clothing Drive - Our Annual Fall Clothing Drive will
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Weekend Food to Go and Grow
Shared Community Mission Group is working on setting up for the 2019-2020 school year.
Good Shepherd will need to buy or have donated: Green Beans, Corn, Peas, Crackers, and Instant Potatoes.
The fresh items that need to be bought are Bread, Tortillas and Fresh Fruit and Vegetables. Our first week that
Good Shepherd is the host church and will buy the fresh fruit or vegetables and needs to pack the duffle bags is
Thursday November 15, 2019.
Special bags are packed Thursday, November 22, for Thanksgiving and Thursday, December 20, 2019, for
Christmas, when extra items may need to be bought and extra help is always needed. If anyone has Thrivent gift
cards to donate, please contact Mary Rollert at 920-248-1044.

*G SLC M EM BERSHIP DIRECT ORY 2019 CHANG ES
Address Change: Rev. John & Virginia Siedschlag, 700 Welsh Road, Apt 97, Watertown, WI 53098; Kim
Grinwald, 1566 Country Club Ln, Watertown, WI 53098-4346;
Release of Membership: Jacob & Claire Maas, Christian and Barrett to Immanuel Lutheran
Baptisms: Jaxson Joseph Frey
Funerals:

Guenther Kirchhuebel

Marriages: Jessica Manke & Zachary Winker

F INANCI AL
Month Ending 09/30/19

YTD

Total Giving

$231,706.46

$445,031.24

Total Expenses

$183,488.48

$379,921.44

Net Income (Loss)

$48,217.98

$65,109.80
Balance Due

Long Term Debt

$219,566.87

LOC

$31,500.00

Dedicated Accounts

2019

2018

$184,796.09

$588,740.39

*Note: New directories will not be printed until the end of the year. Please make these changes to your paper
copy of the 2019 membership directory available in the narthex. Thank you.
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2019
Sun

Mon

2019
Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

NS

W/C 6 pm
All Saints
3 DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS
8:00 am W/C
B/SS 9:15 am
10:30 am W/C

Y 6 – 7:30 pm
Scholastic
Book Fair
10
8:00 am W
K-4 Choir
B/SS 9:15 am
10:30 am W/C
BP

Y 6–7:30 pm

17 Dr. Dan
Paavola
8:00 am W/C
K3-K4 Choir
B/SS 9:15 am
10:30 am W/C
GP articles due

Y 6 – 7:30 pm
24
Dr. Dan
Paavola
8:00 am W
B/SS 9:15 am
10:30 am W/C

4
8:20 AM School
Assembly

5
ELECTION DAY

Meals on Wheels

Family Art Night
6:30 pm

Bethesda 4 pm ST
SC 7-8 PM

12
Love & Logic
6-8 pm ST

13
GSLS PICTURE
RETAKES

BDSE 5:30
BOD Mtg FH

WGS Book Club
6:30 pm FH

CC—3pm-5pm
Bethesda 4 pm ST
SC 7-8 PM

18

19

20

Love & Logic
6-8 pm FH

8

Family Night
6-7:15 pm

25

26

Bethesda 4 pm ST
SC 7-8 PM

27
NS
Thanksgiving Eve
7 pm

9
7:30 am Men’s
Bible Study FH

W 6 pm
BP

14

15

16

W/C 6 pm
Rev. Richard
Thompson

21

22

CC—3pm-5pm

Ladies Bible
Study 6:30 pm

Ladies Bible
Study 6:30 pm

7

CC—3pm-5pm

Ladies Bible
Study 6:30 pm
11
VETERAN’S DAY

6

23
Rev. Richard
Thompson

Stephen Ministry
6:30 pm

W 6 pm

28

29
NS

30

Black Friday
Office Closed

W/C 6 pm

W = Worship

Y = Youth Group

C = Communion

NS = No School

BP—Blood
Pressure
Checks

CC =
Confirmation
Classes

RJ =
Resounding Joy
Bell Choir

SS = Sunday
School

SC = Shepherd’s
Choir

B = Bible Study

S = School

WCCT—Cross

ST = Sanctuary

Country Team

CR—Conf Rm

NS
Thanksgiving
Day
9 am
Office closed
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BDSE—Board
Day School Ed
FH—
Fellowship Hall
GP = Green
Pastures
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Return Service Requested

Our Sun. service is televised Tuesday mornings at8
am and afternoons at 3:00 pm as well as on Sunday at 2
pm on cable channel 98 and the high-definition cable
channel 985. http://bit.ly/gslcvideo
Bible Studies
· Sun. Morning Bible Study held at 9:15 am in the
Seminar room.
· Men’s Thurs. Night Bible Study at 7 pm
Wrolstad home. Please call Jeremy Wrolstad
for details. 920-248-6591.
· Women’s Bible Study held Monday evenings at
6:30 pm in the Seminar room. No bible study on
2nd Monday of month due to Board Meeting. New
members welcome. (Heather 920-285-7110)
· 2nd & 4th Tuesday Night Bible Study 7:00 pm
Please call Rich Moen (920-988-0588) if you
would like to attend.
· 1st & 3rd Thursdays at 1:30 pm. Led by Dorothy
Degnitz. New members welcome! (Dorothy 2619629)
If you have any prayer requests, please call the
church office at 920-261-2570 during regular
hours 9 am to 3:30 pm Monday-Friday. Prayer
chain, please call Fern Tegtmeier at 920-262-9188
. In the case of an emergency after church office
hours, please call Pastor Groth’s cell phone (920)
253-6735 . Thank you.
Taxi Tokens Reminder— Board of Human Care has
taxi tokens available for those who need a ride to
church services or events. Call Julie Haversack.
Hospitalizations: Please remember to notify us if
you are hospitalized or have a family member do so
before you are discharged. We desire to be of service
to you. Thank you.

Worship Services
Saturdays 6:00 pm
Sundays at 8:00 am & 10:30 am
Church : 920.261.2570
DEADLINES FOR

School : 920.261.2579

SUBMISSION:

Fax: 920.261.2574

~Weekly Bulletin

Day Care: 920.261.0242
Email: mail@goodshepherdwi.org
www.goodshepherdwi.org
Twitter: @GoodShepherdWI
Facebook: facebook.com/GSLCWTTNWI

Announcements

-Wednesday
~Monthly Green
Pastures
Newsletter—

3rd Sunday
of the month

Pastor: Rev. David K. Groth
Christian Education:
Ms. Naomi Neuberger
School Administrator:
Ms. Amy Gromowski
School Administrative Assistant:
Mrs. Heather McGuire
Church Administrative Assistant:
Mrs. Dee Kuhlman
Volunteer Coordinator:
Mrs. Kim Schram
Parish Nurse:
Mrs. Bonnie Mihal

Find us on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv4K_33sX4w5AwL3g1kR1OQ
NOVEMBER 2019—Green Pastures Page 12

